BALKAN LIBRARIES UNION

THE REPORT OF ANNUAL MEETING 

Annual Meeting of BLU took place in the hospitality of the University of Agriculture Sciences and Veterinary Medicine “Ion Ionescu de la Brad Library (“Ion Ionescu de la Brad” the University of Agricultural Sciences and Veterinary Medicine) in Iasi, Romania between 17 and 19 October 2011. Totally, 26 people attended at the meeting from the institutions below which are members of BLU from Turkey, Bulgaria, Macedonia, Romania and Moldavia.

· Trakya University Central Library, Edirne

· Istanbul Metropolitan Municipality Libraries and Museums Directorate Atatürk Library, İstanbul

· Yeditepe University Knowledge Center, İstanbul

· Çanakkale 18 Mart University Central Library, Çanakkale

· Sofya University Library “St. Kliment Ohridski” Sofia

· Varna Public Library “Pencho Slaveykov” Varna

· Regional Public Library “Petko Rachev Slaveykov, Tarnova

· National Scientific Agricultural Library of the State Agrarian University of Moldova, Chisinau

· Lower Danube Research, Development, Education and Turkish Culture Center, Galati

· “Max van der Stoel” Library of See University, Tetovo

· The Central University Library “Carol I” of Bucharest University, Bucharest

· “Mihai Eminescu” Central University Library, Iasi

· Central Medical Library University of Medicine and Pharmacy “Gr. T. Popa”, Iasi

· Panait Istrati Country Library, Braila

· “V. A. Urechia” Country Public Library, Galati

17 OCTOBER 2011
The meeting started with opening speeches. The opening speeches were made by the Rector of the University of Agricultural Sciences and Veterinary Medicine Prof. Gerard JITĂREĂNU, the President of Balkan Libraries Union Recep ZOGO, Carmen BITIR ISTRATE from The Ministry of Education of Romania and the vice-president of Balkan Libraries Union Prof. Dr. Gilda Eleonara DRAGANESCU.

In the second session of the meeting, an extended board meeting of BLU was held with the participation of one member from each institution.
In the extended board meeting of BLU the subjects mentioned below were discussed respectively.
1. In the board meeting of BLU the decisions below were made related to the changes in some positions in due course since the foundation of the union and about providing the continuance of the positions by new representatives from the related institutions in a consensus. 

· Recep ZOGO, who was assigned to Trakya University the Head Office of Library and Documentation as the Head, will sustain his position as the President of Balkan Libraries Union.

· Owing to the fact that the manager of Edirne Public Library Musa ÖNCEL, who also took charge in the Board of BLU as the account officer, was appointed; Semra DÖNMEZ, the Manager of Edirne Public Library, was assigned to the position of accountancy.

· Owing to the fact that Associate Professor Tuba KARATEPE from Marmara University Faculty of Science and Letters, who took charge in the Board of BLU as the general secretary, resigned from this position; Bahattin DEMİRELLİ, who works as a specialist librarian in Trakya University the Head Office of Library and Documentation, took up the position. 
2. As the second subject, the exchange of staff within the BLU member institutions was discussed.
· Ideas were put forward related to transportation, accommodation etc. in staff exchange, how to cover expenses and how to organize exchange. As a result, a common view was revealed that the member institutions needed to organize this mentioned staff exchange themselves and it was necessary to do this without making a distinction of university library or public library.
3. Thirdly, the subject of publishing a magazine by BLU, which has international qualifications, was discussed at the meeting and it was determined that the magazine which is going to be published must have the features below:

· The magazine will be published electronically but can be printed as well. 

· The name of the magazine must certainly start with “International”.

· The editor of the magazine must be “BLU.

· Each country must form their group of editors.

· The magazine is going to be published quarterly. 

4. As the last subject of the meeting, the view of forming a common catalogue in order to scan BLU member institutions’ library catalogues from one point and the share of sources among members were discussed. Primarily, it was discussed whether it is appropriate for Z39.50 data transfer protocol which is going to provide a common catalogue for BLU member institutions’ library catalogues and it was determined that this must be researched. In terms of sharing sources, the idea of accomplishing the mentioned sharing by the members compromising each other was adopted.

18 OCTOBER 2011

On the second day of the meeting, member institutions of Balkan Libraries Union that participated in the meeting made presentations introducing their institutions.

In the last session of the second day the subject of Library 2.0, the reflection of Web 2.0 applications to the libraries, was discussed. As a result, there appeared to be two main important issues for university libraries. These are;
· Libraries must be seen as information centers and it is important that all the old works must be transferred to digital platform.
· It is necessary to gather all the publications within the university and transfer them to the digital platform. Each institution must do it within its own possibilities.

19 OCTOBER 2011

On the last day of the meeting the oldest and well-established libraries of Romania were visited within the scope of the social program. 

As a result,

In the Annual Meeting of BLU held on 17-19 October 2011 hosted by “Ion Ionescu de la Brad” University of Agricultural Sciences and Veterinary Medicine in Iasi, Romania, BLU members reached a consensus on three subjects:

1. It is necessary that the members of Balkan Libraries Union are to organize staff exchange by themselves via interviews among the members.

2. It is necessary that a magazine with international qualifications is published by Balkan Libraries Union.

3. A consensus was reached on the subject that it is necessary to form a common catalogue in order to scan BLU member institutions’ library catalogues from one point and the share of sources among members. The mentioned sharing is to be done by the members via agreements and interviews.

